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UNESCO-recognized
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April 2020
Accepted as UNESCO cultural heritage in Finland
http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net/2020/04/15/breakthrough-finland-accepts-demoscene-on-their-national-list-of-intangible-
cultural-heritage-of-humanity

March 2021
…in Germany
http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net/2021/03/20/demoscene-accepted-as-unesco-cultural-heritage-in-germany

December 2021
…in Poland
http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net/2021/12/17/demoscene-in-poland-gets-accepted-as-national-immaterial-cultural-heritage

Who’s next?

Image from Hold on by Holon. https://demozoo.org/productions/178888

March 2021
…in Germany
http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net/2021/03/20/demoscene-accepted-as-unesco-cultural-heritage-in-germany

http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net/2020/04/15/breakthrough-finland-accepts-demoscene-on-their-national-list-of-intangible-cultural-heritage-of-humanity
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Demoscene as Digital Culture

Evoke 2019 Demoparty 
in Cologne,
an atmospheric digital 
culture experience

Photo by Tobias Kopka
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The works of a digital culture 

combined with the people 

who create these works, and 

those who enjoy them.
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Dark Matter as a Construct
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Organizational behaviour cannot solely be explained 
by its applied management frameworks etc.

There must be more to it than visible elements

It may be an even bigger invisible influential factor

Dark matter in organizations has been identified and 
analysed by various researchers

Common denominator is “positive reinforcement”

A person who shows the desired behaviour is 
rewarded with something that (s)he likes to receive
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Sceners’ Motivations
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Some sort of pain or alienation feeling drives creative 
expression

Motivates to create things, with any type of aesthetical 
means, or usually with technical devices

May be a solo task at first, but when uniting with 
likeminded others, positive reinforcement occurs

Encountering the Scene can be a revelation

Strive for frequently meeting at Demoparties anywhere

Community events for showcasing mutual creativity, in 
a sport-like contest
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Positive Reinforcement
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Likeminded People

Competitive Spirit

Elation

Strive for Excellence

Integration

Feedback

Impact

Teamwork

Globality

Safety
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It’s People, not just Tech

Sceners happily dancing 
together at Revision 
2019 Demoparty in 
Saarbrücken

Photo by Tobias Kopka
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It is the other people that make them stick to it,

not the celebration of technology or their Demos, 

which are inevitably their important cultural works.
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My Homebases

6 AUG 2022

Echtzeit – Digitale Kultur | Berne, Switzerland
https://www.echtzeitkultur.org

Computerkunst e.V. | Berlin, Germany
http://computerkunst.info

Digital Retro Park | Offenbach, Germany
https://www.digitalretropark.net

The Art of Coding | International Demoscene Project
http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net

https://www.echtzeitkultur.org/
http://computerkunst.info/
https://www.digitalretropark.net/
http://demoscene-the-art-of-coding.net/
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Get RETURN Amiga 500!

6 AUG 2022 RETURN Amiga 500 https://www.return-magazin.de/produkt/return-sonderheft-1

kudrix & ronny & psykon

https://www.return-magazin.de/produkt/return-sonderheft-1


THANKS!
This presentation shares insights of the paper “Demoscene Dark Matter

– The culture that makes people stay in the Scene” I presented
at the XXIV Generative Art 2021 Conference in Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy. 🍧

Special thank-you to fellow Demoscener Ronny Pries who inspired me
most to write this paper and basically coined its title. 💯

Greets and kudos to all those involved in the AoC Discord discussion on 5/6 April 
2021, via their handles: ronny^frhlnstlgo, melkor / dedux, DiskDoctor, Argasek, 

Luisa/Poo-Brain^Rabenauge, the_JWPHTER88, Daigoro, goto80, AmigaX86. 💪

The paper is dedicated to Thomas “Mugg” Daden, a retro computing driving force &
Digital Retro Park e.V. founder. Sadly, Mugg passed away on 13 OCT 2021. 🌷

This presentation gratefully leverages some content of DKEV presentations by 
Tobias Kopka, Tobias Heim and others at Digitale Kultur e.V.💎

Bowing to Holon for letting me use their visuals from Hold On for DSDM! 🙏
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Dr. Andre ‘kudrix’ Kudra

AoC Initiative  W Echtzeit – Digitale Kultur  🇨🇭 Computerkunst e.V. 🇩🇪
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